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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP
ELEVEN O’CLOCK
September 22, 2019
We gather today as “the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven,
and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,
and to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant … ” Hebrews 12:23-24a

A Time for Preparation

Pastoral Prayer

By R. C. Sproul
Part 3

A Time for Surrender:
•

Closing Hymn …….……........ I Surrender All ……..….…..... Hymn #596

•

Benediction

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all!” (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Silent Prayer of Preparation for Worship
O LORD,
I am a shell full of dust but animated with an invisible rational soul and
made anew by an unseen power of grace. Yet I am no rare object of valuable
price, but one that has nothing and is nothing, although chosen of you from
eternity, given to Christ and born again. I am deeply convinced of the evil
and misery of a sinful state, of the vanity of creatures, but also of the
sufficiency of Christ. When you would guide me, I control myself. When
you would be sovereign, I rule myself. When you would take care of me, I
suffice myself. When I should depend on your providings, I supply myself.
When I should submit to your providence, I follow my will. When I should
study, love, honor, trust you, I serve myself. I fault and correct your laws to
suit myself. Instead of you I look to a man’s approbation and am by nature an
idolater. Lord, it is my chief design to bring my heart back to you. Convince
me that I cannot be my own God, or make myself happy, nor my own Christ
to restore my joy, nor my own Spirit to teach, guide, rule me. Help me to see
that grace does this by providential affliction, for when my credit is good you
cast me lower, when riches are my idol you wing them away, when pleasure
is my all you turn it into bitterness. Take away my roving eye, curious ear,
greedy appetite, lustful heart. Show me that none of these things can heal a
wounded conscience or support a tottering frame or uphold a departing spirit.
Then take me to the cross and leave me there.
(The Valley of Vision Prayer Book)
Ringing of Bell ……….………….….……… Judah, Felicity & Ezra Gosnell
Announcements……….……………….……….………….………... Deacon
A Time for Praise:
Prelude

The London Baptist Confession of Faith, 1689
Chapter 6: Of the Fall of Man, Of Sin, and Of the Punishment Thereof
Paragraph 4. From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly
indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all
evil, do proceed all actual transgressions.
Paragraph 5. The corruption of nature, during this life, doth remain in those
that are regenerated; and although it be through Christ pardoned and mortified,
yet both itself, and the first motions thereof, are truly and properly sin.

Opportunities of the Week
12:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Sunday, September 22
Covered Dish Luncheon
Choir Practice
Evening Worship
Youth Ministry
Children’s Ministry
Deacons Meeting

Wednesday, September 25
7:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
Saturday, September 28
8:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast

Call to Worship
Scripture and Prayer ……………………………………. Worship Leader
•
•

Church Watch this month:

Larry Powell

Senior Adult of the Month:

Jane Askew

Hymn of Praise ....... Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing….. Hymn #11

A Time for Offering:
Offertory Hymn ….………. How Great Thou Art ….………. Hymn #147
Offertory Prayer
Tithes and Offerings ……….…….……….......………….……...... Ushers
A Time for Hearing God’s Word:
Choral Message …............ Cross of Love Medley …...…....…. Arr. Adams

Adam’s Fall and Mine

We thank you for worshipping with us today. We trust that your heart has
been encouraged, your spirit filled, and that you will leave here equipped
for the work to which God has called you. If you would like to find out
more information about Poplar Springs Baptist Church, please visit our
website: www.poplarspringsws.org or call (864) 861-2196.

There is no way to avoid the obvious teaching of Scripture that Adam’s sin
had dreadful consequences for his descendents. It is precisely because of the
abundance of such biblical statements that virtually every Christian body has
composed some doctrine of original sin linked to the fall of Adam.
We are still left with a big question. If God did in fact judge the entire
human race in Adam, how is that fair? It seems manifestly unjust of God to
allow not only all subsequent human beings but all of creation to suffer
because of Adam.
It is the question of God’s fairness that federalism seeks to answer.
Federalism assumes that we were in fact represented by Adam and that such
representation was both fair and accurate. It holds that
Adam perfectly represented us.
Within our own legal system we have situations that, not perfectly but
approximately, parallel this concept of representation. We know that if I hire a
man to kill someone and that hired gunman carries out the contract, I can
justly be tried for first-degree murder in spite of the fact that I did not actually
pull the trigger. I am judged to be guilty for a crime someone else committed
because the other person acted in my place.
The obvious protest that arises at this point is, “But we did not hire Adam
to sin in our behalf.” That is true. This example merely illustrates that there
are some cases in which it is just to punish one person for the crime of
another.
The federal view of the Fall still exudes a faint odor of tyranny. Our cry is,
“No damnation without representation!” Just as people in a nation clamor for
representatives to insure freedom from despotic tyranny, so we demand
representation before God that is fair and just. The federal view states that we
are judged guilty for Adam’s sin because he was our fair and just
representative.
Wait a minute. Adam may have represented us, but we did not choose him.
What if the fathers of the American republic had demanded representation
from King George and the king replied, “Of course you may have
representatives. You will be represented by my brother!” Such an answer
would have spilled even more tea in Boston Harbor.
We want the right to select our own representatives. We want to be able to
cast our own vote, not have somebody else cast that vote for us. The
word vote comes from the Latin votum which meant “wish” or “choice.”
When we cast our vote, we are expressing our wishes, setting forth our wills.
Suppose we would have had the total freedom to vote for our
representative in Eden. Would that have satisfied us? And why do we want
the right to vote for our representative? Why do we object if the king or any
other sovereign wants to appoint our representatives for us? The answer is
obvious. ‘We want to be sure that our will is being carried out. If the king
appoints my representative, then I will have little confidence that my wishes
will be accomplished. I would fear that the appointed representative would be
more eager to carry out the wishes of the king than my wishes. I would not
feel fairly represented.
But even if we have the right to choose our own representatives, we have
no guarantee that our wishes will be carried out. Who among us has not been
enticed by politicians who promise one thing during an election campaign and
do another thing after they are elected? Again, the reason we want to select
our own representative is so that we can be sure we are accurately
represented.

At no time in all of human history have we been more accurately
represented than in the Garden of Eden. To be sure, we did not choose our
representative there. Our representative was chosen for us. The one who chose
our representative, however, was not King George. It was almighty God.
When God chooses our representative, he does so perfectly. His choice is
an infallible choice. When I choose my own representatives, I do so fallibly.
Sometimes I select the wrong person and am then inaccurately represented.
Adam represented me infallibly, not because he was infallible, but because
God is infallible. Given God’s infallibility, I can never argue that Adam was a
poor choice to represent me.
The assumption many of us make when we struggle with the Fall is that,
had we been there, we would have made a different choice. We would not
have made a decision that would plunge the world into ruin. Such an
assumption is just not possible given the character of God. God doesn’t make
mistakes. His choice of my representative is greater than my choice of my
own.
Even if we grant that indeed we were perfectly represented by Adam, we
still must ask if it is fair to be represented at all with such high stakes. I can
only answer that it pleased the Lord to do this. We know that the world fell
through Adam. We know that in some sense Adam represented us. We know
that we did not choose him to be our representative. We know that God’s
selection of Adam was an infallible selection. But was the whole process just?
I can only answer this question ultimately by asking another question — one
the Apostle Paul asked. “Is there unrighteousness in God?” The apostolic
answer to this rhetorical question is as plain as it is emphatic. “God forbid!”
If we know anything at all about the character of God, then we know that
he is not a tyrant and that he is never unjust. His structure of the terms of
mankind’s probation satisfied God’s own righteousness. That should be
enough to satisfy us.
Yet we still quarrel. We still contend with the Almighty. We still assume
that somehow God did us wrong and that we suffer as innocent victims of
God’s judgment. Such sentiments only confirm the radical degree of our
fallenness. When we think like this, we are thinking like Adam’s children.
Such blasphemous thoughts only underline in red how accurately we were
represented by Adam.
I am persuaded that the federal view of the Fall is substantially correct. It
alone of the three we have examined does justice to the biblical teaching of
the fall of man. It satisfies me that God is not an arbitrary tyrant. I know that I
am a fallen creature. That is, I know that I am a creature and I know that I am
fallen. I also know that it is not God’s “fault” that I am a sinner. What God
has done for me is to redeem me from my sin. He has not redeemed me from
his sin.
Though the federal representational view of the Fall is held by most
Calvinists, we must remember that the question of our relationship to Adam’s
fall is not a problem unique to Calvinism. All Christians must struggle with it.
It is also vital to see predestination in light of the Fall. All Christians agree
that God’s decree of predestination was made before the Fall. Some argue that
God first predestinated some people to salvation and others to damnation and
then decreed the Fall to make sure that some folks would perish. Sometimes
this dreadful view is even attributed to Calvinism. Such an idea was repugnant
to Calvin and is equally repugnant to all orthodox Calvinists. The notion is
sometimes called “hyper-Calvinism.” But even that is an insult. This view has
nothing to do with Calvinism. Rather than hyper-Calvinism, it is antiCalvinism.
Calvinism, along with other views of predestination, teaches that God’s
decree was made both before the Fall, and in light of the Fall. Why is this
important? Because the Calvinistic view of predestination always accents the

gracious character of God’s redemption. When God predestines people to
salvation he is predestinating people to be saved whom he knows really need to
be saved. They need to be saved because they are sinners in Adam, not because
he forced them to be sinners. Calvinism sees Adam sinning by his own free
will, not by divine coercion.
To be sure, God knew before the Fall that there would most certainly be a
Fall and he took action to redeem some. He ordained the Fall in the sense that
he chose to allow it, but not in the sense that he chose to coerce it. His
predestinating grace is gracious precisely because he chooses to save people
whom he knows in advance will be spiritually dead.
One final illustration may be helpful here. We bristle at the idea that God
calls us to be righteous when we are hampered by original sin. We say, “But
God, we can’t be righteous. We are fallen creatures. How can you hold us
accountable when you know very well we were born with original sin?”
The illustration is as follows. Suppose God said to a man, “I want you to
trim these bushes by three o’clock this afternoon. But be careful. There is a
large open pit at the edge of the garden. If you fall into that pit, you will ‘not be
able to get yourself out. So whatever you do, stay away from that pit.”
Suppose that as soon as God leaves the garden the man runs over and jumps
into the pit. At three o’clock God returns and finds the bushes untrimmed. He
calls for the gardener and hears a faint cry from the edge of the garden. He
walks to the edge of the pit and sees the gardener helplessly flailing around on
the bottom. He says to the gardener, “Why haven’t you trimmed the bushes I
told you to trim?” The gardener responds in anger, “How do you expect me to
trim these bushes when I am trapped in this pit? If you hadn’t left this empty pit
here, I would not be in this predicament.”
Adam jumped into the pit. In Adam we all jumped into the pit. God did not
throw us into the pit. Adam was clearly warned about the pit. God told him to
stay away. The consequences Adam experienced from being in the pit were a
direct punishment for jumping into it.
So it is with original sin. Original sin is both the consequence of Adam’s sin
and the punishment for Adam’s sin. We are born sinners because in Adam all
fell. Even the word fall is a bit of a euphemism. It is a rose-colored view of the
matter. The word fall suggests an accident of sorts. Adam’s sin was not an
accident. He was not Humpty Dumpty. Adam didn’t simply slip into sin; he
jumped into it with both feet. We jumped headlong with him. God didn’t push
us. He didn’t trick us. He gave us adequate and fair warning. The fault is ours
and only ours.
It is not that Adam ate sour grapes and our teeth are set on edge. The biblical
teaching is that in Adam we all ate the sour grapes. That is why our teeth are set
on edge.
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“For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest,
holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and
exalted above the heavens; who does not need daily,
like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for
His own sins and then for the sins of the people,
because this He did once for all when He offered up
Himself. For the Law appoints men as high priests
who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came
after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect
forever.”
Hebrews 7:26–28
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