Choral Message …………………… Isn’t He …...................... Arr. Fettke

THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP
ELEVEN O’CLOCK
September 2, 2018
We gather today as “the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven,
and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,
and to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant … ” Hebrews 12:23-24a

A Time for Preparation
Silent Prayer of Preparation for Worship
BLESSED LORD JESUS,
No human mind could conceive or invent the gospel. Acting in eternal
grace, thou art both its messenger and its message, lived out on earth through
infinite compassion, applying thy life to insult, injury, death, that I might be
redeemed, ransomed, freed. Blessed be thou, O Father, for contriving this
way, eternal thanks to thee, O Lamb of God, for opening this way, praise
everlasting to thee, O Holy Spirit, for applying this way to my heart. Glorious
Trinity, impress the gospel on my soul, until its virtue diffuses every faculty;
let it be heard, acknowledged, professed, felt. Teach me to secure this mighty
blessing; help me to give up every darling lust, to submit heart and life to its
command, to have it in my will, controlling my affections, molding my
understanding; to adhere strictly to the rules of true religion, not departing
from them in any instance, nor for any advantage in order to escape evil,
inconvenience or danger. Take me to the cross to seek glory from its infamy;
strip me of every pleasing pretense of righteousness by my own doings. O
gracious Redeemer, I have neglected thee too long, often crucified thee,
crucified thee afresh by my impenitence, put thee to open shame. I thank thee
for the patience that has borne with me so long, and for the grace that now
makes me willing to be thine. O unite me to thyself with inseparable bonds,
that nothing may ever draw me back from thee, my Lord, my Savior.
(The Valley of Vision Prayer Book)
Ringing of Bell ……….……………….……….……………... Judah Gosnell
Announcements……….……………….……….………….………... Deacon
A Time for Praise:
Prelude
Call to Worship

Message ……………………...…….…...….………..... Pastor Lucas Mann
Pastoral Prayer

Hymn of Praise .. Let There be Glory and Honor and Praises ..Hymn #20

•

….. We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer ... Hymn #68

by BRUCE WARE

A Time for Surrender:
•

Hymn of Response …….... Just a Closer Walk with Thee ….... Hymn #564

•

Benediction
Postlude

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all!” (2 Corinthians 13:14)
Affirmation of Faith – Westminster Larger Catechism
103. What does God require in the fourth Commandment?
In the first place, God wills that the ministry of the Gospel and schools be
maintained, (Titus 1:5) and that I, especially on the day of rest, diligently attend
church, (2 Tim 2:2) to learn the Word of God, (1 Cor 14:19) to use the Holy
Sacraments, (1 Cor 11:33) to call publicly upon the Lord, (1 Rim 2:1-2) and to
give Christian alms. (1 Cor 16:2) In the second place, that all the days of my
life I rest from my evil works, allow the Lord to work in me by His Spirit, and
thus begin in this life the everlasting Sabbath. (Isa 66:23)

Opportunities of the Week
Sunday, September 2
Choir Practice
Evening Service
Youth Ministry
Children’s Ministry

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, September 5
7:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m.
Youth Ministry

Scripture and Prayer …………………..………………….. Travis Gosnell
•

8:00 a.m.

Saturday, September 8
Prayer Group 7

A Time for Offering:
•

Offertory Hymn ………….. Lead Me to Calvary ……..….... Hymn #310

Nursery this week:

Mary Brock
Crystal Thomson

Church Watch this month:

Larry Powell

Offertory Prayer
Special Music ………………………………………………. Evelyn King
Tithes and Offerings ……….…….……….......………….……...... Ushers
A Time for Hearing God’s Word:

ONLY ONE WAY? THE EXCLUSIVITY
OF JESUS CHRIST AND THE GOSPEL
Two Questions, Three Positions
Three positions abound today on the question of whether Christ is the only
way to salvation. All three can be detected by how each answers these two
fundamental questions: First, Is Jesus the only Savior? More fully: Is the
sinless life of Christ and his atoning death and resurrection the only means by
which the penalty of sin is paid and the power of sin defeated? Second, Is
faith in Christ necessary to be saved? More fully: Is conscious knowledge of
Christ's death and resurrection for sin and explicit faith in Christ necessary for
anyone to become a recipient of the benefits of Christ's atoning work and so
be saved?
Pluralism answers both questions, ‘No.' The pluralist (e.g., John Hick)
believes that there are many paths to God, Jesus being only one of them.
Since salvation can come through other religions and religious leaders, it
surely follows that people do not have to believe in Christ to be saved.
Inclusivism answers the first question, ‘Yes,' and the second question,
‘No.' To the inclusivist (e.g., Clark Pinnock), although Jesus has
accomplished the work necessary to bring us back to God, nonetheless, people
can be saved by responding positively to God's revelation in creation and
perhaps in aspects of their own religions. So, even though Christ is the only
Savior, people do not have to know about or believe in Christ to be saved.
Exclusivism answers both questions, ‘Yes.' The exclusivist (e.g., Ron
Nash, John Piper, Bruce Ware) believes that Scripture affirms both truths,
first, that Jesus alone has accomplished the atoning work necessary to save
sinners, and second, that knowledge of and faith in Christ is necessary for
anyone to be saved. The remainder of this article offers a brief summary of
some of the main support for these two claims.

Jesus is the Only Savior
Why think that Jesus is the only Savior? Of all the people who have lived
and ever will live, Jesus alone qualifies, in his person and work, as the only
one capable of accomplishing atonement for the sin of the world. Consider the
following ways in which Jesus alone qualifies as the exclusive Savior.
1. Christ alone was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin
(Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18; Luke 1:26), and as such, he alone qualifies to be
Savior. Why does this matter? Only as the Holy Spirit takes the place of the
human father in Jesus' conception can it be true that the one conceived is both
fully God and fully man. Christ must be both God and man to atone for sin
(see below), but for this to occur, he must be conceived by the Holy Spirit and
born of a human virgin. No one else in the history of the world is conceived
by the Spirit and born of a virgin mother. Therefore, Jesus alone qualifies to
be Savior.
2. Christ alone is God incarnate (John 1:1; Hebrews 1:1; Philippians 2:5; 1
Timothy 2:5), and as such, he alone qualifies to be Savior. As Anselm argued
in the 11th century, our Savior must be fully man in order to take the place of

men and die in their stead, and he must be fully God in order for the value of
his sacrificial payment to satisfy the demands of our infinitely holy God. Man
he must be, but a mere man simply could not make this infinite payment for
sin. But no one else in the history of the world is both fully God and fully
man. Therefore, Jesus alone qualifies to be Savior.

for all the nations, including Jews who haven't trusted Christ. Jesus does not
envision the "nations" as already having saving revelation available to them.
Rather, believers must proclaim the message of Christ to all the nations for
people in those nations to be saved.

3. Christ alone lived a sinless life (2 Corinthians 2:21; Hebrews 4:15;
Hebrews 7:23; Hebrews 9:13; 1 Peter 2:21), and as such, he alone qualifies to
be Savior. As Leviticus makes clear, animals offered as sacrifices for sin must
be without blemish. This prefigured the sacrifice of Christ who, as sinless,
was able to die for the sins of others and not for himself. But no one else in
the history of the world has lived a totally sinless life. Therefore, Jesus alone
qualifies to be Savior.

2. Paul teaches that even pious Jews, and everyone else, must hear and
believe in Christ to be saved (Romans 10:1). Paul's heart's desire and prayer is
for the salvation of his fellow Jews. Even though they have a zeal for God, they
do not know that God's righteousness comes only through faith in Christ. So
these Jews, even though pious, are not saved. Whoever will call upon the name
of Christ (see Romans 10:9 along with Romans 10:13) will be saved. But this
requires that someone tell them. And this requires that those are sent. Missions,
then, is necessary, since people must hear the gospel of Christ to be saved.

4. Christ alone died a penal, substitutionary death (Isaiah 53:4; Romans
3:21; 2 Corinthians 2:21; Galatians 3:10), and as such, he alone qualifies to be
Savior. The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). And because Christ lived a
sinless life, he did not deserve to die. Rather, the cause of his death was owing
to the fact that the Father imputed to him our sin. The death that he died was
in our place. No one else in the history of the world has died because he bore
the sin of others and not as the judgment for his own sin. Therefore, Jesus
alone qualifies to be Savior.

3. Cornelius's story demonstrates that even pious Gentiles must hear and
believe in Christ to be saved (Acts 10:1, Acts 10:38; Acts 11:13; Acts 15:7).
Far from being saved before Peter came to him, as some think, Cornelius was a
pious (Acts 10:2) Gentile who needed to hear of Christ, and believe in Christ, to
be saved. When Peter reports about the conversion of the Gentiles, he declares
that only when he preached did Cornelius hear the message he needed to hear
by which he would "be saved" (Acts 11:14; cf. Acts 15:8). Despite his piety,
Cornelius needed to hear the proclamation of the gospel of Christ to be saved.

5. Christ alone rose from the dead triumphant over sin (Acts 2:22; Romans
4:25; 1 Corinthians 15:3, 1 Corinthians 15:16), and as such, he alone qualifies
to be Savior. The Bible indicates that a few people, other than Christ, have
been raised from the dead (1 Kings 17:17; John 11:38), but only Christ has
been raised from the dead never to die again, having triumphed over sin. The
wages of sin is death, and the greatest power of sin is death. So, Christ's
resurrection from the dead demonstrates that his atoning death for sin
accomplished both the full payment of sin's penalty and full victory over sin's
greatest power. No one else in the history of the world has been raised from
the dead triumphant over sin. Therefore, Jesus alone qualifies to be Savior.

Conclusion: Jesus is the only Savior, and people must know and believe in
Christ to be saved. May we honor Christ and the gospel, and manifest our
faithfulness to God's word, by upholding these twin truths and living in a
manner that demonstrates our commitment to them.

Conclusion: Christ alone qualifies as Savior, and Christ alone is Savior.
Jesus' own words could not be clearer: "I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me" (John 14:6). And the
Apostle Peter confirms, "And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved"
(Acts 4:12). These claims are true of no one else in the history of the world.
Indeed, Jesus alone is Savior.

Faith in Christ is Necessary to be Saved
Why think that faith in Christ is necessary to be saved? The teaching of the
apostles is clear, that the content of the gospel now (since the coming of
Christ) focuses directly upon the atoning death and resurrection of Christ, and
that by faith in Christ one is forgiven of his sin and granted eternal life.
Consider the following passages that support the conviction that people are
saved only as they know and trust in Christ as their Savior.
1. Jesus' own teaching shows that the nations need to hear and repent to be
saved (Luke 24:44). Jesus commands that "repentance and forgiveness of sin
should be proclaimed in his name to all the nations, beginning from
Jerusalem" (Luke 24:47). The people Jesus here describes are currently both
unrepentant and unforgiven. To be forgiven they must repent. But to repent
they must hear the proclamation of Christ's work in his name. And this is true

We thank you for worshipping with us today. We trust that your heart has
been encouraged, your spirit filled, and that you will leave here equipped
for the work to which God has called you. If you would like to find out
more information about Poplar Springs Baptist Church, please visit our
website: www.poplarspringsws.org or call (864) 861-2196.

Poplar Springs
Baptist Church

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.”
(John 14:6)
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there
is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved.”
(Acts 4:12)
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