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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

 THE STRIKING OF THE HOUR 
 

 MEDITATION AND PREPARATION 
 

  Prelude 

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Isaiah 9:2 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light 

shone.”  

 

Minister: Lift up your hearts unto the Lord! 

     Congregation: We lift them up! 
 

 HYMN 
 

  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

  Celebration Hymnal #244 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

 THE LAW OF GOD 
 

Romans 1:18-20  

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because 

what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 

For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, 

being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and 

Godhead, so that they are without excuse.” 

 

    Private Confession 
 

      Corporate Confession 
 

             Minister: We make this, our corporate confession, unto God: 

                         

        All: Almighty God, eternal Father, we acknowledge and 

confess to you that we were born in  

unrighteousness. Our life is full of sin and  

 transgression; we have not gladly believed your  

Word nor followed your holy commandments. For  

your goodness’ sake and for your name’s sake, be  

gracious unto us, we pray, and forgive us all our sin,  

which is very great. Amen.           
 

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

I John 1:9  

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
 

              Minister: Your sins are forgiven through Christ. 

     Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 



DOXOLOGY 
 

  Doxology 

Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH 

Celebration Hymnal #815 
 

CONSECRATION 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 

 SCRIPTURE READING 
 

Minister: The Word of the Lord. 
 

Genesis 3:1-15 
 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

Isaiah 11: 1-10 
 

Minister: May God bless the reading of His Word. 

     Congregation: Amen. 
 

 LIGHTING OF THE PROPHECY CANDLE 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

Minister: We make these petitions, ending with the prayer our Lord 

  taught us to pray: 
 

         All:  “Our Father in heaven, 

      Hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

As we forgive our debtors. 

And do not lead us into temptation, 

But deliver us from the evil one. 

For Yours is the kingdom and the  

power and the glory forever.  

Amen.” (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 

PSALM 
 

  Psalm 122  

  Tune: CWM RHONDDA 

  Celebration Hymnal #682, “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
 

   I was glad to hear them saying, 

“To the LORD’S house let us go.” 

For our feet will soon be standing 

In your gates, Jerusalem, 

Salem, well constructed city; 

There assemble all the tribes, 

Tribes that are Jehovah’s own. 

 

 

 



This the ordinance for Isr’el, 

Here to thank Jehovah’s name. 

There are set the thrones of judgment; 

There is David’s house enthroned. 

Pray then for the peace of Salem; 

May they prosper who love you. 

Be there peace within your walls. 

 

In your palaces be safety. 

For the sake of brothers all, 

For the sake of my companions, 

I am saying, “Peace to you!” 

For Jehovah’s house within you, 

Temple of the LORD our God, 

I will ever seek your good. 
 

SERMON 
 

  "Resisting the Pressures of Temptation"   

James 1:13-16 
 

HYMN 
 

  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

  Celebration Hymnal #245 

 

COMMISSIONING 
 

 BENEDICTION 
 

Minister: “Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one  

   another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God 

   of love and peace will be with you. … The grace of the Lord 

  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

  Holy Spirit be with you all.” (2 Corinthians 13:11, 14) 

      

   Congregation: Amen. 
 

  Postlude 
 

‘ 

 

EVENING SERMON 
 

  "The Church’s and Our Purpose in a Confused Nation"  

Matthew 28:18-20  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



First Advent Candle: Hope – Prophecy  
 

     Like the prophets in the Old Testament, we hope for a Messiah to save us from the sin in the 

world (Isaiah 9:6-7). We anticipate our Savior’s arrival. 

     Also known as the “prophecy candle,” this candle assures us we can have hope that God will 

fulfill the prophecies declared in the Old Testament about Jesus. Hope doesn’t disappoint us 

(Romans 5:5).  

     In this day and age, where evil abounds and all seems lost, we can also hope that the 

prophecies about Jesus’ second arrival to earth will also be fulfilled.  

     The somber purple color on the candle represents repentance and fasting as we anticipate 

the Lord’s coming. Purple doubles as a color for royalty throughout the Bible, symbolizing God’s 

kingship and reign.  
 

Biblical Hope 

     Christians can often confuse the word hope for wishful thinking. If we hope something will 

happen, we have no control over whether or not it will take place.  

     But the biblical sense of hope is very different. Hope, in the Bible, exists as a secure 

assurance, a trust placed in a trustworthy God. God has not failed us in the past, and therefore, 

if he claims he will do something in the future, we can have a hope that he will fulfill that claim.  

     Hope waits and endures. It isn’t flimsy or merely wishful thinking. It can withstand fire, trials, 

and despair.  
 

Why Does This Matter? 

     Hope is an important thing. It helps us during significant trials or times of distress. It offers 

us security that God will arrive and though we cannot see him now, we will see him face to face 

one day (Hebrews 11).  

     In lieu of advent, it helps us to recognize the hope the Israelites experienced throughout the 

Old Testament, especially during the time of the prophets, such as Isaiah. They yearned for a 

Messiah to save them from their enemies, and ultimately, the greatest enemy: their sin. 

     Like the prophets, we also hope. We hope Jesus will return soon to this dark and despairing 

world.  
 

Advent Wreath Prayer Week 1 — Hope 

     Heavenly Father, Advent is a time for remembering and reflecting on the birth of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. Father, I pray that you will turn our hearts toward you as Christmas 

approaches. Let us not get caught up in the hustle and bustle of the season this year and miss 

the chance to celebrate the gifts of hope, peace, joy, love, that you sent to us on that first 

Christmas. 

     Father God, every word in scripture points to the gift of hope that we have because of Christ 

Jesus. The Christmas story wasn’t the beginning of that message of hope because the Old 

Testament is full of glimpses of your plan to redeem your people and restore them into a 

relationship with you, but we are able to truly begin to see and understand just how great your 

love for us is when we read the story of Jesus’ birth in scripture. 

      You showed us a glimmer of that hope as you chose to send your son into this earth through 

a family tree that was a little bent and scarred.  We glanced it again as you chose a tribe that 

was small and a city that was lowly. It can be seen when we recognize that you don’t send your 

Son to be birthed in a fancy palace among the wealthy and the elite, but our King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords was born among common shepherds and livestock in a barn. 

     Help us to see that you are with us. Nothing is too difficult, too messy, or too dirty for you. 

Jesus came to give us the gift of eternal life through the salvation that only you, our Heavenly 

Father, can give when we believe on your Son, repent of our sins, and confess Jesus as our Lord 

and Savior.  
 



     That first Christmas, you gave us the gift of hope wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a 

manger. Thank you, Father, for your immeasurable gift. In Jesus’ precious name, we pray. Amen  

 

 

 

SERVICES 
 

THE LORD’S DAY 

 Morning Worship 10:00 AM  

 Evening Worship 7:00 PM  

 Children’s Ministry 7:00 PM 

 Church Conference 8:00 PM 
   

 

WEDNESDAY 
 

 BIBLE STUDY 7:00 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

LEADERSHIP 
 

ELDER 
 

 Rev. Travis Gosnell 

 Phone: 864-554-4458 

 Email: travis.gosnell@lonza.com 
 

  

DEACONS 
 

 Deck Balentine, Chairman 

 Phone: 864-871-4411 
 

 Tommy Bryant  

 Phone: Home:  864-861-2255  

             Cell:       864-554-1811 
   

Jerry Crawford 

 Phone: 864-992-2179 
  

Mike Posey, Jr. 

Phone: 864-980-7387 
  

Larry Powell 

Phone: 864-993-5265 
  

Michael Madden 

Phone: 864-377-4373 
 

SECRETARY 
 

 Nancy Balentine 

 Phone: 864-871-2051 

 Email: balentine@poplarspringsws.org 
 

PIANIST 
 

 Jean Powell 

 

 


