THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP

A Time for Hearing God’s Word:
Choral Message ….… O God, Our Help in Ages Past …… Arr. Kingsmore

ELEVEN O’CLOCK
November 25, 2018

Message ………………………………..………………. Pastor Lucas Mann
Pastoral Prayer

We gather today as “the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven,
and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,
and to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant … ” Hebrews 12:23-24a

A Time for Preparation
Silent Prayer of Preparation for Worship
GOD OF THE PUBLICAN,
Be merciful to me a sinner; this I am by nature and practice, this your
Word proclaims me to be, this I hope I feel myself to be; yet You have not left
me to despair, for there is not ‘peradventure’ in your grace; I have all the
assurance I need that with You is plenteous redemption. In spite of the
number and heinousness of my sins You have given me a token for good; the
golden scepter is held out, and You have said ‘Touch it and live’. May I
encourage myself by a sense of your all-sufficiency, by faith in your
promises, by views of the experience of others. To that dear refuge in which
so many have sheltered from every storm may I repair, in that fountain always
freely open for sin may I be cleansed from every defilement. Sin is that
abominable thing which your soul hates, and this alone separates you and me.
You cannot contradict the essential perfections of your nature; You cannot
make me happy with yourself, till you have made me holy like yourself. O
Holy God, make me such a creature as you can take pleasure in, and such a
being that I can take pleasure in You. May I consent to and delight in your
law after the inner man, never complain over the strictness of your demands,
but mourn over my want of conformity to them; never question your
commandments but esteem them to be right. By your Spirit within me may
my practice spring from principle, and my dispositions be conformable with
duty.
(The Valley of Vision Prayer Book)

A Time for Surrender:
•

Hymn of Response …. Take the Name of Jesus With You …… Hymn #235

•

Benediction
Postlude

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all!” (2 Corinthians 13:14)
Affirmation of Faith – the Baptist Catechism, 1813
99.
Are the infants of such as are professing believers to be baptized?
A. The infants of such as are professing believers are not to be baptized,
because there is neither command or example in the holy scriptures, or certain
consequence from them to baptize such (Ex. 23:13; Pr. 30:6; Lk. 3:7, 8).
100.
How is Baptism rightly administered?
A. Baptism is rightly administered by immersion, or dipping the whole body of
the party in water, into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, according to Christ's institution, and the practice of the apostles (Mt.
3:16; Jn. 3:23; 4:1, 2; Mt. 28:19, 20; Acts 8:38; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12), and not
by sprinkling or pouring of water, or dipping some part of the body, after the
tradition of men.

Opportunities of the Week

Ringing of Bell ……….……………….………..… Judah & Felicity Gosnell
Announcements……….……………….……….………….………... Deacon
A Time for Praise:
Prelude

•

Wednesday, November 28
Bible Study

Call to Worship

7:00 p.m.

Scripture and Prayer ……………………………………. Worship Leader

Sunday, December 2 – Sunday, December 9
Week of Prayer for International Missions

Hymn of Praise …….……. We Gather Together ……………. Hymn #790

A Time for Offering:
•

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Sunday, November 25
Choir Practice
Evening Service
Youth/Children’s Ministry
Church Conference

6:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 2
Church Christmas Party

Offertory Hymn ……... For the Beauty of the Earth ……….. Hymn #793
…………..….... Doxology ….……………... Hymn #815

Nursery this week:

Megan Balentine
Mary Brock

Church Watch this month:

Tommy Bryant

Offertory Prayer
Tithes and Offerings ……….…….……….......………….……...... Ushers

Paul Thanks God for the
Faith of the Thessalonians
The following is a short discussion about the texts in which Paul thanked
God for the faith of those to whom he was writing. Now, if as some claim,
Paul was only thanking God for His part in their coming to faith, then who are
we to thank for the part we play? Therefore, I intend to explain why God, not
in part, but in whole delivers us from our corrupt estate, and for this, He
deserves not part or even most of the thanks, but all of the thanks and glory.
Here are some of the passages in question:
"For this reason, we also constantly thank God that when you received the
word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of
men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its
work in you who believe. I Thess. 2:13 (...which effectually worketh also in
you that believe.)
Notice that it is man's reception of the Gospel that is the explicit grounds
for which Paul is thanking and glorifying God! Paul gives God all the glory
for man's initial reception of the Gospel, and correspondingly thanks God for
it. In his second letter to the same church Paul reminds them again who
deserves thanks for their faith:
"But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the
Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation
through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. It was for this He
called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ." (2 Thessalonians 2:13)
Our entire salvation, from first to last, is due to God alone, "the author and
perfecter of our faith" (Heb 12:2), for from Him and to Him and through Him
are all things ... and, therefore, all the praise, glory, thanks and honor for our
new life is to be given to God alone. "...It of Him you are in Christ Jesus ...
that no human being might boast in the presence of God. (1 Cor 1:29) We
must conclude that it is not scriptural to thank and praise God for His "95%"
in salvation, and then give man credit for the last remaining bit. If God is
thanked for man's new life in Christ, it must be because He alone is perceived
as responsible for it.

Theologically Consistent Prayers
If the synergist were true (we only thank God for his PART and ours for
the rest) then he could pray the following prayer without wincing:
"God, I give you glory for everything else, but not my faith ... This is the
one thing that is my very own that I produced of my natural capacities. For
this little bit the glory is mine. I made better use of Your prevenient grace
than others did. While You deserve glory for all I have Lord, yet my faith
was the one part that I contributed to the price of my redemption, apart
from and independent of the action of Your Holy Spirit."
Of course, no synergist would dare pray such a proud and offensive prayer,
but it is entirely consistent with his theology. Isn't it odd that most synergists,
when they pray for other people's salvation, suddenly sound like they actually

believe that salvation is by "grace alone" even though they would deny the
doctrine of "grace alone" in theological discussion?

Grace Exalts Christ, Abases Man
So why is "grace alone" so vitally important? First, it exalts the glory of
Christ. Everything about the gospel is designed to glorify Christ and abase
man. Therefore, anything that diminishes Christ’s glory is either directly or
indirectly inconsistent with the gospel. Salvation by "grace alone" rightly
abases man and duly exalts Christ. Paul, after declaring that “By God’s doing
you are in Christ Jesus who became to us wisdom from God and
righteousness” (I Corinthians 1:30) follows it up by stating that the design and
purpose of the gift of justifying righteousness is “that just as it is written, let
him who boasts, boast in the Lord” (verse 31). In other words, the bible
ensures us that our boasting is to be entirely in the Lord. It ensures that He
receives all the glory. There isn’t anything we’ve done or will do that we
could boast of for our new life. Therefore, any teaching on grace that in any
degree involves man’s doing for its accomplishment diminishes boasting in
the Lord and detracts from His glory. Paul explicitly says that all boasting is
entirely excluded in grace for the simple reason that all human involvement is
entirely excluded as its cause.
Why? Because our salvation is grounded ENTIRELY on what Christ has
done for us. What we could not produce or provide (faith and obedience),
Jesus produced and provided for us. It is based solely on His objective saving
work, a work done entirely outside and external to us. First, it is grounded on
Christ’s work of atonement. We are “justified as a gift by His grace through
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24). The design of the
gospel is to magnify God’s glory, and this is done to the greatest degree by a
free, justifying grace. It is done when man’s involvement is entirely excluded,
when man is entirely debased. So then justification by faith alone exalts
Christ’s glory because God's grace produces in us a faith that looks away
from self, unto God for salvation (with even the spiritual ability to comply
with the conditions of the gospel (faith) itself being a gift of God - Eph 2:5, 8;
John 6:63-65).

The Folly of Synergism
To a synergist, those who cooperate with God's grace are saved and those
who don't are lost. But not all men have faith. Why?...why does one man
cooperate with God by exercising faith and not another? Synergists would
make salvation ultimately depend on our meeting God's condition ... on what
we independently do with that data by drawing on some innate principle
(moral ability) within us THAT OUR UNBELIEVING NEIGHBOR
APPARENTLY DOES NOT HAVE. Does the Bible teach that God only
takes us all to a certain half-way "neutral" point by grace, but then leave the
final decision whether to believe entirely in the hands of autonomous, natural
man? If so where? And if one man responds positively and another
negatively. Why? Synergists believe their own independent faith cooperates
with grace, but remember, others did not cooperate. Again, why? Are some
people simply more insightful, wise, good intentioned or internally virtuous
than others? Then salvation would no longer be all of grace, but partly due to
who is good enough to obey God. Since certain people respond differently to
grace, we can only conclude that some people draw upon some virtuous
affection or impetus within his unaided natural self to determine his/her
salvation (something his neighbor did not have). This means that one man
naturally had an innate capacity (to receive Christ) while another (who

rejected Christ) did not. But our salvation does not depend on the humility or
obedience of man since it is a gift of grace itself that we are obedient and
humble. God is not responding to some virtue or humility He sees in us but
saves us because of His mercy alone. The cooperative view, therefore, breaks
the most fundamental Scriptural principle that "anything that diminishes
Christ’s glory is either directly or indirectly inconsistent with the gospel." For...
"Who has ever given to God,
...........that God should repay him?"
For from him and through him and to him are all things.
........To him be the glory forever! Amen. (Rom 11:35-36)

Poplar Springs
Baptist Church

"What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why
do you boast as if you had not received it?" (1 Cor 4:7)... Believe the Scriptures
when they say, "no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit" (1
Corinthians 12:3)... All men should glorify God for the Holy Spirit who works
the affections that give rise to faith in you as well (John 1:13, Rom 9:16) "...just
as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to
whom he is pleased to give it. (John 5:21)
Take time to meditate upon this great truth hammered out by the Puritans'
reflection on the Bible in the Westminster Confession:
Under the terms of the covenant of grace, God "freely offers unto sinners,
life and salvation by Jesus Christ; requiring of them faith in Him, that they may
be saved, and promising to give unto all those that are ordained unto eternal life
His Holy Spirit, to make them willing, and able to believe." (EZE 36:26; John
6:44)
- Westminster Confession of Faith 7.3

We thank you for worshipping with us today. We trust that your heart has
been encouraged, your spirit filled, and that you will leave here equipped
for the work to which God has called you. If you would like to find out
more information about Poplar Springs Baptist Church, please visit our
website: www.poplarspringsws.org or call (864) 861-2196.

“For just as the Father raises the dead and gives
them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom
He wishes. For not even the Father judges
anyone, but He has given all judgment to the
Son, so that all will honor the Son even as they
honor the Father. He who does not honor the
Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.”
John 5:21 – 23
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