THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP

Opportunities of the Week

TEN O’CLOCK
June 20, 2021

Sunday, June 20

Happy Father’s Day
No Evening Services

We gather today as “the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous
made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant …”
Hebrews 12:23-24a
A Time for Praise:

7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, June 23
Bible Study/LBC

Senior Adult for the Month of June: Mary Brock

Prelude …………………………………………………………… Pianist
Call to Worship …………………….….…………… Pastor Travis Gosnell
Old Testament Reading ………………………….….……… Isaiah 61:7–9
New Testament Reading ……….….…….………………… John 11:17-20
Prayer ……….…….….….……………….….….……. Pastor Lucas Mann
Hymn of Praise ……… Now Thank We All Our God …….… Hymn #788
(Celebration Hymnal)
Hymn of Psalm ….…… (Set to the tune of “Bethany”) ….….… Psalm 15

After the morning worship service, all fathers are asked to
please pick up a gift from the basket in the vestibule.
Have a wonderful afternoon with your families.

(insert)
A Time for Hearing God’s Word:
Message …….………………………………………… Pastor Lucas Mann
“Our Need for Discernment” …… Hebrews 5:14
A Time for Surrender:
Closing Hymn …………… Faith of Our Fathers ….….….… Hymn #487
(Trinity Hymnal)

Church Contact Information:
Office/Parsonage:
Mailing Address:
Church Office:
Office Hours:
Email:
Pastor:
Pastor Hours:

Benediction ……………………………………………… Psalm 29:10–11
Soli Deo Gloria
Postlude …………………………………………………………… Pianist

Youth Pastor:
Music Leader:
Website:

(864) 861-2196
P.O. Box 124, Ware Shoals, SC 29692
6466 Poplar Springs Road, Ware Shoals
Wednesday and Thursday, 8-4
balentine@poplarspringsws.org
Lucas Mann - (864) 909-7564
M: 12 pm – 4pm
Tu – F: 9 am – 11:30 am; 1:30 pm – 3 pm
Travis Gosnell
Deck Balentine
www.poplarspringsws.org

Fathers Who Give Hope
By John Piper
Part 2
The other reason I begin with the fatherhood of God is to give this message
relevance for everyone in this room whether you are a father or not; and whether
you had a Christian father or not. I want to make clear from the outset that the
sadness many may feel at never having had a father like the father I will describe,
and the sadness others may feel at never having been a father like the father I will
describe — that sadness can be swallowed up and overcome with joy this morning
because God offers his fatherhood to anyone who will accept the gift of adoption
by trusting Christ and yielding to be led by the Holy Spirit.
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Baptist Church

There are two ways to listen to this message this morning. One is to take it as a
straightforward exhortation from the Word of God to fathers on how to rear their
children. The other is to take it as a parable pointing to the way the Father in
heaven loves those who believe and follow his Son. Frankly, I hope all of you
hear it in both senses.
1. “Lest They Become Discouraged”
Let’s go to the text and begin with the last phrase of Colossians 3:21, “Fathers,
do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.”
The goal of a good father is to rear children who are not discouraged. The word
implies losing heart, being listless, spiritless, disinterested, moody, sullen, with a
kind of blank resignation toward life. Don’t be the kind of father who rears that
kind of person. Instead develop a style of fatherhood that produces the opposite of
discouragement.
The Opposite of Discouragement
Now what is that? I would sum it up in three characteristics.
1. The opposite of being discouraged is being hopeful.
2. The opposite of being discouraged is being happy.
3. The opposite of being discouraged is being confident and courageous.

“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.”
Ephesians 6:4

4.

So I would say that the negative form of verse 21 really implies a positive
command as well. It says, “Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they
become discouraged.” But it means not only avoid one kind of fatherhood; it also
means pursue another kind; namely, the kind of fatherhood which gives hope
instead of discouragement; and gives happiness instead of discouragement; and
gives confidence and courage.
Distinctly Christian Teaching
If we stopped right here, we would not have said anything distinctly Christian.
There is not one parent in ten thousand who thinks that the aim of parenthood
should be to discourage children. But the apostle Paul would be distressed if all I
did were to use his words here simply to express some everyday common sense,
or some natural wisdom. He was not inspired by the Holy Spirit to confirm the
insights of Dr. Spock. He was inspired to teach parents things that no natural eye
has seen and no natural ear has heard (1 Corinthians 2:9–13).
(to be continued)
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