Opportunities of the Week

THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP
TEN O’CLOCK
June 13, 2021

11:30 a.m.

We gather today as “the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous
made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant …”
Hebrews 12:23-24a
A Time for Praise:

7:00 p.m.

Sunday, June 13
Covered Dish Luncheon
No Evening Services
Wednesday, June 16
Bible Study/LBC

Senior Adult for the Month of June: Mary Brock

Prelude …………………………………………………………… Pianist
Call to Worship …………………….….…………… Pastor Travis Gosnell
Old Testament Reading …………………………………… Isaiah 61:4–6
New Testament Reading ……….….……………………… John 11:12-16
Prayer ……….…….….….……………….….….……. Pastor Lucas Mann

June Fellowship
After the morning worship service

Hymn of Praise …… All Creatures of Our God and King …… Hymn #63

Covered Dish Luncheon

(Celebration Hymnal)

Everyone is invited to come enjoy the meal.
Please stay after the morning worship service and
join us for an afternoon of Christian fellowship.

Hymn of Psalm ……… (Set to the tune of “Diamata”) ……..… Psalm 16
(insert)
A Time for Hearing God’s Word:
Message …….………………………………………… Pastor Lucas Mann
“Our Need for Discernment” …… Hebrews 5:14
A Time for Surrender:
Closing Hymn ……… Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross …...… Hymn #704
(Trinity Hymnal)
Benediction ……………………………………………… Psalm 96:11–13
Soli Deo Gloria
Postlude …………………………………………………………… Pianist

Church Contact Information:
Office/Parsonage:
Mailing Address:
Church Office:
Office Hours:
Email:
Pastor:
Pastor Hours:
Youth Pastor:
Music Leader:
Website:

(864) 861-2196
P.O. Box 124, Ware Shoals, SC 29692
6466 Poplar Springs Road, Ware Shoals
Wednesday and Thursday, 8-4
balentine@poplarspringsws.org
Lucas Mann - (864) 909-7564
M: 12 pm – 4pm
Tu – F: 9 am – 11:30 am; 1:30 pm – 3 pm
Travis Gosnell
Deck Balentine
www.poplarspringsws.org

Fathers Who Give Hope
By John Piper
“Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.”
Our text is straightforward and simple this morning: “Fathers, do not provoke
your children, lest they become discouraged.” It divides naturally into three parts:
First, there is the address, “Fathers.”
Second, there is the command, “Do not provoke your children.”
Third, there is the purpose of the command, “Lest they become discouraged.”

Poplar Springs
Baptist Church

We will look at these three parts of the text one at a time in reverse order. First,
we will direct our attention to the goal of Christian fathers, namely, rearing
children who are not discouraged. Second, we will look at the duty of Christian
fathers, namely, not to do those things that discourage children. And finally, we
will focus on the leader in Christian parenthood; namely, fathers.
But first a word about the fatherhood of God.
The Fatherhood of God
In the Lord’s Prayer Jesus taught his disciples to call God Father: “Our Father
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.” He taught that God is not everyone’s
Father. In John 8:42, 44 he said to those who refused to follow him, “If God were
your Father, you would love me, for I proceeded and came forth from God . . .
You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires.”
God is the Father only of those who are led by the Spirit of his Son. In Romans
8:9, 14-15, Paul says,
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him . . . All
who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God. For you did not receive the
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of sonship.
When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is the Spirit himself bearing witness with our
spirit that we are children of God.
Not everyone can lay claim to the privilege of knowing God as Father. Only
those who are born of God (John 1:13), who receive Christ (John 1:12), and who
are led by the Spirit (Romans 8:14) have the right to receive the inheritance of the
children — promises like Matthew 7:11, “If you then, who are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in
heaven give good things to those who ask him!” The privilege of prayer and the
promise that God will work all things together for your good is part of the
inheritance of sonship. That is what it means to have God as your Father.
There are two reasons I begin with this word about the fatherhood of God. One
is that I believe all human fatherhood should be patterned on the divine
fatherhood. The overarching guide for every father should be to live in such a way
that his children can see what God the Father is like. They ought to see in their
human father a reflection — albeit imperfect — of the heavenly Father in his
strength and tenderness, in his wrath and mercy, in his exaltation and
condescension, in his surpassing wisdom and patient guidance. The task of every
human father is to be for his children an image of the Father in heaven.
(to be continued)

“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more will your Father who
is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!”
Matthew 7:11
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