THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP
TEN O’CLOCK
July 4, 2021

Benediction …………………………….……………… Numbers 6:24–26
Soli Deo Gloria
Postlude …………………………………………………………… Pianist

We gather today as “the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous
made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant …”
Hebrews 12:23-24a

Opportunities of the Week
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

A Time for Praise:
Prelude …………………………………………………………… Pianist
Call to Worship …………………….….…………… Pastor Travis Gosnell

7:00 p.m.

Sunday, July 4
Children’s Ministry
Evening Worship
Wednesday, July 7
Bible Study/LBC

Old Testament Reading ………………….….……………… Isaiah 62:1–5
New Testament Reading ……….….…….………………… John 11:28-32
Prayer ……….…….….….……………….….….……. Pastor Lucas Mann
Hymn of Praise ……… I Sing the Mighty Power of God …… Hymn #128
(Celebration Hymnal)
Hymn of Psalm …...… (Set to the tune of “Woodworth”) …… Psalm 142
(insert)

Senior Adult for the Month of June: Mary Brock

July Fellowship
Sunday, July 11 2021
After the morning worship service

A Time for Hearing God’s Word:
Message …….………………………………………… Pastor Lucas Mann

Hot Dog/Hamburger Luncheon

“Our Need for Discernment” …… Hebrews 5:14

Church Contact Information:

A Time for Communion:
Hymn of Preparation …. Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed? … Hymn #195
(Trinity Hymnal)
Prayer of Confession
Partaking the Lord’s Supper

Office/Parsonage:
Mailing Address:
Church Office:
Office Hours:
Email:
Pastor:
Pastor Hours:

A Time for Surrender:
Closing Hymn ………… Blest Be the Tie That Binds ….…… Hymn #426
(Celebration Hymnal)

Youth Pastor:
Music Leader:
Website:

(864) 861-2196
P.O. Box 124, Ware Shoals, SC 29692
6466 Poplar Springs Road, Ware Shoals
Wednesday and Thursday, 8-4
balentine@poplarspringsws.org
Lucas Mann - (864) 909-7564
M: 12 pm – 4pm
Tu – F: 9 am – 11:30 am; 1:30 pm – 3 pm
Travis Gosnell
Deck Balentine
www.poplarspringsws.org

Fathers Who Give Hope
By John Piper
Part 4
The Scripture knows that most people don’t succeed in being self-confident.
Most people are quite unhappy about their inability to appear self-reliant and selfassured and cool and in control. So, when the Scripture teaches us to root out selfconfidence, it means go for the root, not the half-withered branches. Go for the
DESIRE to be self-confident, not the meager manifestations of it that make their
way into peoples’ actions.

Poplar Springs
Baptist Church

Self-Confidence Being Rooted Out of Paul
One vivid illustration of how Paul’s heavenly Father was patiently working to
root out Paul’s self-confidence is given in 2 Corinthians 1:8–9. Here is a
description of how God the Father was working on Paul twenty years after his
conversion, which means this is a very deeply rooted sin in all of us. He writes,
We do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of the affliction we experienced in
Asia; for we were so utterly, unbearably crushed that we despaired of life itself.
Why, we felt that we had received the sentence of death; but that was to make us
rely [or: be confident] not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.
In other words, the divine purpose of Paul’s affliction was (as it is the purpose
of all good fatherly discipline) to root out the remaining self-confidence of Paul’s
heart and to cast him on God alone. Why? Because God didn’t want him to be
confident? Because he wanted him to be listless, spiritless, moody, sullen, weak,
fearful? No! It was God who came to Paul in Corinth and said, “Do NOT be
afraid, but speak and do NOT be silent; for I am with you.” So the confidence that
we are to build into our children is not self-confidence, but confidence in the grace
and power of God. “Do not be afraid . . . I AM WITH YOU.”
The Goal of Biblical Fathers
Andrew Bonar, the 19th century Scottish pastor, said concerning the teaching
of children, “We tell them, ‘You are sinners, exposed to God’s wrath and curse,
and you cannot save yourselves; but God’s own Son can save you, by Himself
bearing that wrath and curse.’” In other words, you teach a child to despair of all
self-confidence and direct his desire for confidence to the grace of God. The goal
of biblical fathers is to have children who say (with Psalm 60:11–12):

“Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of man.
Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it is that
shall tread down our enemies.”
Psalm 60:11–12
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O grant us help against the foe, for vain is the help of man!
With God we shall do valiantly; it is he who will tread down our foes.
A good father will ponder: How can I be like my own heavenly Father? How
can I banish self-reliance from the heart of my children and fill them with
confidence and courage and zeal and boldness that are rooted in the grace and
power of God and not in themselves? How can I be the kind of father whose
children do not lose heart or become spiritless or listless or sullen or discouraged,
but are filled with hope in God and happiness in God and confidence in God and
courage to attempt great things for the glory of God?

6000 Poplar Springs Road
Ware Shoals, SC 29692
(864) 861-2196
www.poplarspringsws.org

That question leads us to turn now to the second part of our text; namely, the
duty of Christian parents to not provoke their children.
(to be continued)

Worship: 10:00 am

Pastor Lucas Mann

