Message …………………..………...…….....…...….…. Pastor Lucas Mann

THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP
NINE O’CLOCK
April 21, 2019
Resurrection Sunday
We gather today as “the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven,
and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,
and to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant … ” Hebrews 12:23-24a

A Time for Preparation
Silent Prayer of Preparation for Worship
O FATHER,
You have made man for your glory, and when not an instrument of that
glory, he is a thing of nothing. No sin is greater than the sin of unbelief, for if
union with Christ is the greatest good, unbelief is the greatest sin, as being
against your command. I see that whatever my sin is, yet no sin is like
disunion from Christ by unbelief. Lord, keep me from committing the
greatest sin in departing from him, for I can never in this life perfectly obey
and cleave to Christ. When you take away my outward blessings, it is for sin,
in not acknowledging that all I have is from you, in not serving you through
what I have, in making myself secure and hardened. In love divest me of
blessings I’ve idolized so that I may glorify you more; remove the fuel of sin,
and may I gain of a little holiness as overbalancing my losses. The more I
love you with a truly gracious love the more I desire to love you, and the more
miserable I am at my lack of love. The more I hunger and thirst after you, the
more I faint and fail in finding you. The more my heart is broken for sin, the
more I pray it may be far more broken. My great evil is that I do not
remember the sins of my youth, nay, the sins of one day I forget the next.
Keep me back from all things that turn to unbelief or lack of felt union with
Christ.
(The Valley of Vision Prayer Book)
Ringing of Bell ……….……………….…………... Judah & Felicity Gosnell
Announcements……….……………….……….………….………... Deacon
A Time for Praise:
Prelude
Call to Worship
Scripture and Prayer ………...…....……..………….…... Worship Leader
•

Hymn of Praise …..… Christ the Lord Is Risen Today …..… Hymn #367

Pastoral Prayer

By Martin Luther

A Time for Surrender:
•

Hymn of Response …. When I Survey the Wondrous Cross …. Hymn #324

•

Benediction
Postlude

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all!” (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Affirmation of Faith – Westminster Larger Catechism
82. Which is the tenth commandment?
A. The tenth commandment is “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his man-servant,
nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy
neighbor's” (Ex. 20:17).
83. What is required in the tenth commandment?
A. The tenth commandment requires full contentment with our own
condition (Heb. 13:5; 1 Tim. 6:6), with a right and charitable frame
of spirit toward our neighbor, and all that is his (Job 31:29; Rom.
7:15; 1 Tim. 1:5; 1 Cor. 8:4, 7).
84. What is forbidden in the tenth commandment?
A. The tenth commandment forbids all discontentment with our own
estate (1 Kings 21:4; Esther 5:13; 1 Cor. 10:10), envying or
grieving at the good of our neighbor (Gal. 5:26; James 3:14, 16),
and all inordinate motions and affections to anything that is his
(Rom. 7:7, 8, 13:9; Deut. 5:21).

Opportunities of the Week
Sunday, April 21
NO EVENING SERVICES
Wednesday, April 24
7:00 p.m. Bible Study
Saturday, April 27
8:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast

A Time for Offering:
•

Offertory Hymn …............… Because He Lives..................... Hymn #358
Offertory Prayer
Offertory
Tithes and Offerings .……….…………….......………….……...... Ushers

A Time for Hearing God’s Word:
Choral Message……..….. He Is Risen, He Is Lord! ….....… Arr. Mayfield

OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION

Church Watch this month:

Mike Posey, Jr.

St. Paul writes in Romans 4:25 as follows: "Christ was delivered up for our
trespasses and was raised for our justification." Paul is indeed the man who
extols Christ in a masterly manner, telling us exactly why and for what
purpose he suffered and how we should conform ourselves to his sufferings,
namely, that he died for our sins. This is a correct interpretation of the
sufferings of Christ, by which we may profit. And as it is not sufficient to
know and believe that Christ has died, so it will not suffice to know and
believe that he rose with a transfigured body and is now in a state of joy and
blessedness, no longer subject to mortality, for all this would profit me
nothing or very little. But when I come to understand the fact that all the
works God does in Christ are done for me, nay, they are bestowed upon and
given to me, the effect of his resurrection being that I also will arise and live
with him; that will cause me to rejoice. This must be brought home to our
hearts, and we must not merely hear it with the ears of our body nor merely
confess it with our mouth.
When he says: "Christ was raised for our justification." Here the Lamb is
truly revealed, of whom John the Baptist testifies, when he says in Jn 1, 29:
"Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world." Here is
fulfilled that which was spoken to the serpent: "I will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed: he shall bruise thy head,"
which means that for all those who believe in him, hell, death, and the devil
and sin have been destroyed.
All this is done, I say, by faith. For if you believe that by this seed the
serpent has been slain, then it is slain for you; and if you believe that in this
seed all nations are to be blessed, then you are also blessed. For each one
individually should have crushed the serpent under foot and redeemed himself
from the curse, which would have been too difficult, nay impossible for us.
But now it has been done easily, namely, by Christ, who has crushed the
serpent once, who alone is given as a blessing and benediction, and who has
caused this Gospel to be published throughout the world, so that he who
believes, accepts it and clings to it, is also in possession of it, and is assured
that it is as he believes. For in the heart of such a man the Word becomes so
powerful that he will conquer death, the devil, sin and all adversity, like
Christ himself did.
This is the meaning of the words by St. Paul: "Christ was raised for our
justification." Here Paul turns my eyes away from my sins and directs them to
Christ, for if I look at my sins, they will destroy me. Therefore, I must look
unto Christ who has taken my sins upon himself, crushed the head of the
serpent and become the blessing. Now they no longer burden my conscience,
but rest upon Christ, whom they desire to destroy. Let us see how they treat
him. They hurl him to the ground and kill him. 0 God; where is now my
Christ and my Savior? But then God appears, delivers Christ and makes him
alive; and not only does he make him alive, but he translates him into heaven
and lets him rule over all. What has now become of sin? There it lies under
his feet. If I then cling to this, I have a cheerful conscience like Christ,
because I am without sin. Now I can defy death, the devil, sin and hell to do
me any harm.
The question now arises: If Christ has taken away death and our sins by his
resurrection and has justified us, why do we then still feel death and sin within
us? For our sins torment us still, we are stung by our conscience, and this evil
conscience creates the fear of hell.

To this I reply: I have often said before that feelings and faith are two
different things. It is the nature of faith not to feel, to lay aside reason and
close the eyes, to submit absolutely to the Word, and follow it in life and
death. Feeling however does not extend beyond that which may be
apprehended by reason and the senses, which may be heard, seen, felt and
known by the outward senses; For this cause, feeling is opposed to faith and
faith is opposed to feeling. Therefore, the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews
writes of faith: "Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, a conviction of
things not seen." For if we would see Christ visibly in heaven, like the visible
sun, we would not need to believe it. But since Christ died for our sins and
was raised for our justification, we cannot see it nor feel it, neither can we
comprehend it with our reason. Therefore, we must disregard our feeling and
accept only the Word, write it into our heart and cling to it, even though it
seems as if my sins were not taken from me, and even though I still feel them
within me. Our feelings must not be considered, but we must constantly insist
that death, sin and hell have been conquered, although I feel that I am still
under the power of death, sin and hell. For although we feel that sin is still in
us, it is only permitted that our faith may be developed and strengthened, that
in spite of all our feelings we accept the Word, and that we unite our hearts
and consciences more and more to Christ. Thus, faith leads us quietly,
contrary to all feeling and comprehension of reason, through sin, through
death and through hell. Then we shall see salvation before our eyes, and then
we shall know perfectly what we have believed, namely, that death and all
sorrow have been conquered.
Take as an illustration the fish in the water. When they are caught in the
net, you lead it quietly along, so that they imagine they are still in the water;
but when you draw them to the shore, they are exposed and begin to struggle,
and then they first feel they are caught. Thus, it also happens with souls that
are caught with the Gospel, which Christ compares with a net, Mt 13,47.
When the heart has been conquered, the Word unites this poor heart to Christ
and leads it gently and quietly from hell and from sin, although the soul still
feels sin and imagines to be still under its power. Then a conflict begins, the
feelings struggling against the Spirit and faith, and the Spirit and faith against
our feelings; and the more faith increases, the more our feelings diminish, and
vice versa. We have still sins within us, as for instance pride, avarice, anger
and so forth, but only in order to lead us to faith, so that faith may increase
from day to day, and the man become finally a thorough Christian and keep
the true sabbath, consecrating himself to Christ entirely. Then the conscience
must become calm and satisfied and all the surging waves of sin subside. For
as upon the sea one billow follows and buffets the other, as though they would
destroy the shore, yet they must disappear and destroy themselves, so also our
sins strive against us and would fain bring us to despair, but finally they must
desist, grow weary and disappear.
These two things, sin and death, therefore remain with us to the end that
we might cultivate and exercise our faith, in order that it may become more
perfect in our heart from day to day and finally break forth, and all that we
are, body and soul, become more Christlike. For when the heart clings to the
Word, feelings and reasoning must fail. Then in the course of time the will
also clings to the Word, and with the will everything else, our desire and love,
till we surrender ourselves entirely to the Gospel, are renewed and leave the
old sin behind. Then there comes a different light, different feelings, different
seeing, different hearing, acting and speaking, and also a different outflow of
good works. Now, our scholastics and papists have taught an external piety;
they would command the eyes not to see, and the ears not to hear, and would
put piety into our hearts from the outside. Ah, how far this is from the truth!
But it comes in this way: When the heart and conscience cling to the Word in

faith, they overflow in works, so that, when the heart is holy, all the members
become holy, and good works follow naturally.

Poplar Springs
We thank you for worshipping with us today. We trust that your heart has
been encouraged, your spirit filled, and that you will leave here equipped
for the work to which God has called you. If you would like to find out
more information about Poplar Springs Baptist Church, please visit our
website: www.poplarspringsws.org or call (864) 861-2196.

Baptist Church

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Please be in prayer for those in our church family that are sick, shut-in, in
rehab, in a nursing home or are going through tough times right now. Some to
remember are: Mildred Woodham, Audrey Blackwell, Polly Lineberger, Pat
Abrams, Leon Hughes, Jane Askew, Carl Garrett, Frank Northcutt, Mike
Posey, Sr. and Mary Brock. Please keep these in your prayers and thoughts and
if you have a chance, go for a visit or at lease send a card letting them know
that you are thinking about them.

Church Contact Information:
Church/Fellowship Building: (864) 861-2190
Office/Parsonage:
(864) 861-2196
Mailing Address:
Church Office:
Hours:
Email:
Interim Pastor:
Youth Pastor:
Music Leader:
Pianist:
Website:

P.O. Box 124, Ware Shoals, SC 29692
6466 Poplar Springs Road, Ware Shoals, SC 29692
Tuesday and Thursday, 8-4
balentine@poplarspringsws.org
Lucas Mann
(864) 909-7564
Travis Gosnell
Deck Balentine
Jean Powell
www.poplarspringsws.org

“But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be
afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he
said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then
go quickly and tell his disciples that he has
risen from the dead, and behold, he is going
before you to Galilee; there you will see him.’”
Matthew 28:5-7
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